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college but do not have the means to do so. 
In 1998, with the help of his sister Anna, Ber-
nie established the Anna and Bernard 
Behrends Endowed Scholarship Fund. This 
scholarship has provided more than forty stu-
dents with the opportunity to go to college 
since its creation. He has also been a pioneer 
for education through the founding of Logan 
County Voiture 985 of the Forty and Eight 
Nurses in Training Scholarship, which has 
helped over 150 students pursue careers in 
nursing through financial assistance. 

All of these accomplishments are examples 
of Bernie’s fervor for service and leadership to 
the Peoria community. Not surprisingly, Bernie 
is also a lifetime member of many recogniz-
able organizations such as the American Le-
gion, Forty and Eight, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, American Veterans, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks No. 91, Lincoln Ma-
sonic Lodge, Springfield Consistory, Ansar 
Shrine, Logan County Shrine, and the Legion 
of Honor. 

As of today, there are no signs of Bernie 
curbing his service to Peoria. He continues to 
dedicate his time and energy to educational 
service by working with his sister to provide 
the necessary resources to the people of our 
community. 

In summary, Madam Speaker, Bernie 
Behrends is an exceptional example of service 
and leadership in our community. His charity 
and commitment to serving those less fortu-
nate than himself has been a hallmark of his 
life dedicated to being a man for others. Be-
cause educational opportunities are the foun-
dation for future success, I believe Bernie’s in-
credible charity to the people of central Illinois 
is something to be cherished and celebrated. 
I wish Mr. Behrends a very Happy 89th Birth-
day, and congratulate him on his continued 
legacy as a community leader. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Jacqueline V. Narine for her 
many achievements in the health field. 

Jacqueline V. Narine is a born and bred 
Brooklynite. She is the youngest daughter of 
the late Theodore and Marion Holmes. Edu-
cated in the New York City Public School sys-
tem, she nurtured a desire to work in a hos-
pital community. Jacqueline began in high 
school as a hospital volunteer and then moved 
onto an outstanding professional career within 
the New York City Health and Hospital Cor-
poration. 

In 1977, Jacqueline joined NYC Health and 
Hospital Corporation with the Finance Depart-
ment at Cumberland Hospital as a Hospital 
Care Investigator. Her work style and commit-
ment were soon acknowledged and she was 
promoted to Systems Analyst in Outpatient 
Billing. This phenomenal experience led to her 
position as the Assistant Director for Clinical 
Operations, with responsibilities in several dif-
ferent capacities at this North Brooklyn Health 
Network, including the oversight, management 
and budget for Ambulatory Care Services. 
However, the most significant aspect for Jac-

queline and the key to great hospital care was 
always the effective and responsive care given 
to patients. Her impact was noticed by pa-
tients and staff. 

Over the 32 years of service to the NYC 
Health and Hospital Corporation there have 
been challenges to patient care. Jacqueline 
and her colleagues have had to adapt to 
changing healthcare/managed care, de-
creased resources and the perpetual needs of 
the patients. The importance of working with 
the community you are serving to maintain ef-
ficiency has always been significant to Jac-
queline. She has worked with the Community 
Advisory Board, the Auxiliary Board and the 
Reach Out and Read Program of Greater NY. 
Over the years she planned and coordinated 
many events. The community based event in 
1996 ‘‘Bedford-Stuyvesant Resource Family 
Day’’ earned Jacqueline recognition from 
former New York City Public Advocate Mark 
Green. 

Jacqueline is a fourth generation member of 
the Cornerstone Baptist Church in Brooklyn. 
She is active in the Business and Professional 
Women of Cornerstone Baptist Church. She is 
the Financial Secretary for the Bedford Sec-
tion of the National Council of Negro Women 
Inc., member of the Senior Umbrella Network 
of Brooklyn, Unity Democratic Club and a life-
time member of the Jack and Jill of America, 
Inc., Brooklyn Chapter. Retirement will allow 
her the time to give generously to her family 
and her community. 

Jacqueline has been a devoted wife for 36 
years to Peter Narine and is the mother of 
Seth Ramjit Narine and Danielle Melissa 
Narine. It is scripture that guides her (Luke 
12:48) ‘‘To whom much is given much is ex-
pected.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the achievements of 
Jacqueline V. Narine. 
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Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, I am here to 
congratulate Dr. James ‘‘Jeff’’ Kimpel, on his 
retirement after 13 years of federal service as 
director of NOAA’s National Severe Storms 
Laboratory, NSSL, in Norman, Oklahoma. He 
has been active in advancing the Geosciences 
and Meteorology Program in the state of Okla-
homa and throughout the nation. 

His career spans not only the academic 
community, but government service as well. 
After graduating and earning graduate de-
grees from the University of Wisconsin, Dr. 
Kimpel joined the meteorological faculty at the 
University of Oklahoma, where he earned the 
rank of full professor and held several admin-
istrative positions which include dean of the 
College of Geosciences and provost and sen-
ior vice president of the Norman, Oklahoma 
campus and having the title of senior vice 
president of the Norman campus. He chaired 
both the National Science Foundation’s Advi-
sory Committee for Atmospheric Sciences and 
the Board of Trustees of the University Cor-
poration for the Atmospheric Sciences. 

Some of the prestigous positions that have 
been held by Dr. Kimpel include Assistant Pro-

fessor for the Colleges of Arts and Sciences 
and Engineering at the University of Okla-
homa, Norman campus where he was granted 
tenure. He later became the Associate Pro-
fessor for the School of Meteorology followed 
by having the title of Emeritus Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of Oklahoma, 
Norman campus. Before coming to the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Dr. Kimpel held positions as 
research assistant at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison and as a lecturer. 

The NSSL is responsible for creating Dopp-
ler weather radar technology that has opened 
many doors and eventually led to the creation 
of the national NEXRAD, NExt generation 
weather RADar, network which consisted of 
more than 160 radar systems. This has greatly 
reduced the number of fatalities that have 
been caused by tornados. During Dr. Kimpel’s 
time there, NSSL conducted scientific and 
technological research that upgraded 
NEXRAD’s systems. 

Dr. Kimpel worked vigorously to launch the 
Multifunction Phased Array Radar initiative as 
a possible replacement in the future for 
NEXRAD. He has worked with the NWS 
Storm Prediction Center and the Norman 
Weather Forecast Office to create a Haz-
ardous Weather Testbed to speed up the tran-
sition of new science into operational warning 
and forecasting decision processes. He has 
also expanded the NSSL’s radar-based flash 
flood forecasting and water management pro-
grams into areas near the coast where inun-
dation from land falling tropical storms, hurri-
canes and other inclement weather is pos-
sible. 

Dr. James Kimpel has had a major impact 
throughout the state of Oklahoma, and I am 
proud to be from a state where he has contrib-
uted so much to protecting the lives of so 
many Americans through his work at the 
NSSL. I thank him and all Oklahomans and 
Americans. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Davis Gayle, Jr. for his con-
tributions to the Brooklyn community. 

Davis Gayle, Jr., the proprietor of Tropical 
Paradise Restaurant and Tropical Paradise 
Ballroom, is one of the most outstanding 
businesspeople in the Brooklyn area. Affec-
tionately referred to as Junior, Gayle has dis-
tinguished himself and his establishment. With 
fierce entrepreneurial will and a genuine love 
for people, Junior has taken the business of 
restaurants to new heights and has trans-
formed the Tropical Paradise franchise into a 
veritable cultural center. 

Tropical Paradise Restaurant and Tropical 
Paradise Ballroom are located in the heart of 
the Utica Avenue metropolis. The restaurant 
opened on September 8, 2001 and offers a 
wide range of West Indian dishes. In addition 
to being frequented by top artists, Tropical 
Paradise is now well known in the community 
as a nurturing ground for new artists. The 
Tropical Paradise Ballroom opened on No-
vember 8, 2008. The large ballroom with its 
mirror walls and beautiful chandeliers has 
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